


Dust is a complex mixture of particles originating from various sources. It is 
also a repository for volatile and semivolatile organic chemicals, and it can 
reflect accumulated contamination of the surroundings from long ago.

Numerous studies have demonstrated the presence of hazardous chemicals 
in indoor dust samples such as flame retardants, plasticizers, polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), dioxins and pesticides. Recent reports have 
shown the presence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) chemicals 
in indoor dust, likely result ng from treatments on indoor furnishings.

A large body of studies have indicated that dust can be an important route of 
toxicant exposure, especially for children who have frequent hand-to-mouth 
activity. The presence of contaminated dust increases the potential for long-
term chronic exposure.

Our Technical Brief, "Health Hazards of Building Dust," details examples of 

chemical exposure from dust and the human health implications.

https://chemicalinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/TB-500_Health_Hazardsof_Building_Dust.pdf
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